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Scripture Reading—John 10:11-15

“I am the good shepherd; the good shepherd lays down His life for the sheep. He who is a hired hand, and not a shepherd, who is not the owner of the sheep, sees a wolf coming, and leaves the sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches and scatters them. He flees because he is a hired hand and is not concerned about the sheep. I am the good shepherd, and I know My own, and My own know Me.” 1
The famous preacher Charles Spurgeon said, “Take care of your lambs or where will you get your sheep from?”

If a species is going to survive, the young must be protected, otherwise it will become extinct. Of the 4000 species of mammals and more than 8500 species of birds, about 120 kinds of mammals and 150 kinds of birds cease to exist. In addition, there are nearly 1000 other species that are endangered or nearing extinction.

A classic example of an extinct species is the passenger pigeon, which at one time numbered in the billions. An example of near extinction in North America is the bison, which at one time was innumerable. The lion, which has been the hunter’s most desired quarry, is diminishing. Some ecologists believe that in the Africa of the future the lion may be in danger of extinction as a wild animal. In Asia, the position of the Bengal Tiger of India became so critical that it was placed under complete protection from hunting in 1970. The polar bear in Arctic America and Siberia, which is threatened by extinction, is now protected by international treaty.

There are a number of reasons for the extinction and near extinction of certain species. Such as:

1. Hunting—many years ago no licenses for hunting were required and, consequently, many species were nearly wiped out.

2. The encroachment of civilization—animals were, and continue to be, forced into areas that are not suitable for them. There are, however, parks set aside for animal protection, and zoos have been established to protect and keep species from becoming extinct.

3. Commercialism. The desire for money is more important than preserving the environment and protecting God’s creatures. 

4. Pollution. We hear much about this today and its adverse affect on all living things.

By now, no doubt you are wondering—“What does this have to do with a church service on Christian education.”?

Back to Spurgeon’s statement…“Take care of your lambs or where will you get your sheep from?” and our scripture reading, stating that Jesus is the Good Shepherd.  Both speak loudly about our responsibility to care for the young.

Every parent is a shepherd with a flock for whom they are responsible. Every pastor is a shepherd with an identifiable flock, and every teacher is a shepherd with a responsibility for a flock of students. Finally, every church member is a shepherd, and in this congregation are members of your flock. And to each one, I believe, the Good Shepherd says, “Take care of your lambs, or where will you get your sheep from?”

There is a close parallel between the reasons for the extinction or endangerment of some species, and the dangers facing the lambs for which each of us is responsible. Let us look at the spiritual application of each reason as it relates to Adventist education.
1. Hunting—“Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour” (1 Peter 5:8). The young are very vulnerable to lions and, I believe, the devil really likes lambs. The old sheep just don’t taste as good, and he knows that if he can destroy all the lambs, eventually there will be no more sheep. We must, therefore, take care of our lambs.

Integrated throughout the curriculum in our schools, and in worship and Bible classes,  spiritual and moral lessons are presented to our students. God’s word is the sword that will give us the victory. Jesus overcame the devil in the wilderness by quoting the word. David said, “Thy word have I treasured in my heart, that I may not sin against you” (Ps. 119:11). Ellen White clearly states that “None but those who have fortified the mind with the truths of the Bible will stand through the last great conflict” (The Great Controversy, pp. 593, 594)2.

The church and the school, in conjunction with the home, form an invincible triangle to prepare the children to stand victoriously against the roaring lion.

 2. We talked about the encroachment of civilization as a critical factor in exerting a negative impact on God’s creation. Paul admonishes us, “And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect” (Romans 12:2). And Jesus, in His prayer for us, said: “I do not ask you to take them out of the world, but to keep them from the evil one” (John 17:15).

Unfortunately, the world has, and continues to have, its influence on the home, the church and the school. But, by joining forces, we can better protect our children from the pressures to conform to the ways of the world. God clearly tells us, “For My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways My way” (Isaiah 55:8). 

Jesus said, “For what will it profit a man to gain the whole world, and forfeit his soul?” (Mark 8:36). It is a privilege for each of us, as shepherds of the flock, to use our resources to provide opportunity for our children to obtain an Adventist education. Our schools are church schools—not parent schools. I am thankful for the members who give willingly to support the students in our schools. Ellen White clearly identifies the relationship between the work of education and redemption: “In the highest sense the work of education and the work of redemption are one, for in education, as in redemption, other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ” (Education, p. 30). 3
4. Pollution, the fourth factor, has serious implications in its affect on the youth of today. In fact, many adults have also been snatched into its deadly grasp. One must guard well the avenues of the soul to keep out those things that will corrupt the soul. 1 John 2:15-17 instructs us not to love the world: “Do not love the world nor the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but is from the world. The world is passing away, and also its lusts; but the one who does the will of God lives forever.”
Truly, great care must be exercised in the choice of entertainment, reading material, video choices, and how one uses the internet. One must not allow the standards of society to become acceptable when God has clearly spoken on these issues. Again, the home, the church, and the school must join forces to protect our children.

Satan has a plan for our children, but God also has a plan. How thankful I am for His special instruction to His prophet, outlining the education of our children: “In this time of special danger for the young, temptations surround them on every hand; and while it is easy to drift, the strongest effort is required in order to press against the current. Every school should be a ‘city of refuge’ for the tempted youth, a place where their follies should be dealt with patiently and wisely” (Education, p. 293). 

God has established schools as cities of refuge to protect the lambs—our children—from the roaring lion. This does not mean that the devil stays out of our schools. He never gives up and is everywhere seeking to destroy. Students are never exempt from the need to make wise choices. Our schools provide many opportunities to help students develop spiritually. Classes integrate spiritual values across the curriculum. Social activities are provided that elevate rather than bring down. Physical activities are designed to re-create, and the mental development focuses on the true source of knowledge.

I personally want to express my appreciation to my parents for providing the opportunity for me to have an Adventist education. My first nine years of schooling took place in a one-room country school common to the farming communities years ago. There was no question, however, where we children would go after that—it was Canadian Union College, as it was known then. I must confess, even though there are excellent opportunities at our schools, each one of us makes our own choices. After my second year, I went through a period of spiritual indifference. As I entered my first year of college, my career choice was pre-dentistry. Although I did well academically, there were things I liked to do that were not acceptable at the school at that time. I loved sports and we were not allowed to go to any sports events. This meant a number of suspensions for me. After a year of this, I decided I would farm.

There was not enough work during the winter months, and so I went to a logging mill in B. C. run by the Lamming brothers. My brother, who never liked school, had worked there for a number of years, and so I joined him until time for spring work. For nine months I worked loading boxcars with lumber. Generally, there were two of us pulling lumber off the chain. When the demand was great, we would load as much as 90,000 feet of lumber in a long day. I must confess that, although it was hard work, there was not much of a challenge to the job.

One day, after returning home from my winter work at the mill, I came in from the field all dusty and dirty, and met President H. T. Johnson. He had come to invite me to return to college. I didn’t give him any indication that I was interested. That fall, however, since I lived near the college, I decided to go up the Saturday night before registration. I knew many of the students and thought it would be nice to see some of the “old gang” before leaving the following Monday morning for Lamming Mills. That Saturday night, two faculty members encouraged me to return to college. This I did, and it was at a vesper service that fall that I recommitted myself to God and decided to be a teacher in our schools. I often thought how nice it would be, if Jesus had not yet returned, to be able to work at CUC and share with students the blessings that had been mine. I never imagined that following graduation from Walla Walla College two years later, it would be my privilege to return to CUC as Dean of Men. It was at CUC I made the three major decisions each one of us makes: commitment to God, vocation in life, and choice of marriage partner. I chose to follow God and to work in the schools He ordained. It was at CUC that I met my life companion. We have been richly blest for almost 47 years. It was my privilege to serve full-time for 40 years in Adventist education, and for the past eight years to continue in part-time education ministry. There is no doubt in my mind that our schools were a central part in my life and guided me in the choices I made.

My wife and I have three children, and I am thankful to God for the opportunity our children had to receive Adventist education. There are teachers, as in my experience, who had a powerful impact on our children. For our youngest son, I appreciate the powerful influence of a Grade 4 teacher. And for our oldest son, it was a teacher who taught auto mechanics. The academy Bible teacher showed loving care and concern for our daughter that was very much appreciated.

When our daughter Lana was nine-years-old, and attending the church school at CUC, she wanted to be baptized, following a Week of Prayer. From my experience while Dean of Men, I told her I thought she was too young. A few years after that, we moved to Walla Walla College. Those in her grade had been baptized, and even though plans had been made several times for her baptism, each time it had been postponed for some reason.
Lana was always an independent girl and wanted to be self-sufficient. During her senior year in academy she began working part-time and continued to do so during college. She met a young man and informed us she wanted to get married. He was a Jehovah’s Witness. Perhaps you can understand how we felt. We had many discussions that were sometimes very emotional. Finally Gem, my wife, and I realized that what we said and what we wanted did not matter. She was determined and so we agreed to support her decision, even though we did not agree. She was married in August of 1980. In January 1982, Kristi, our first granddaughter, was born. She had some medical complications that were a concern to us all. Lana lived about an hour from us in the Tri Cities, and often came to visit on Sabbath afternoons. Because of his shift work her husband Bobby did not accompany her.

I received a call that year to serve as Director of Education for the Seventh-day Adventist Church in Canada. Though concerned about leaving there were some compelling reasons why Gem and I felt this was the right decision. It was a very difficult and emotional day as we drove away leaving our two oldest children behind. 

Lana often took her children to Sabbath School, and on many occasions played the piano for the division. When it became time for Kristi to go to school, we wondered what would happen. Bobby was not an Adventist and we didn’t know if he would be willing to accept the cost of school fees. How thankful we were that Kristi was sent to the Tri City Junior Academy. I knew what our schools did for me, and I prayed that she would personally find Jesus there. 

As Lana’s dad, I always regretted my decision that she should wait until she was older before being baptized. In the early 1990s, Bobby suggested that the family should take Bible studies. The pastor of the Adventist church faithfully studied with them. It was my privilege on May 7, 1994 to baptize the entire family, Lana, Bobby, Kristi-12, Shannon-10 and Jarod-7.  The pastor was very clear in saying Jarod at age 7 understood the decision he was making. He graduates the last weekend of May from Upper Columbia Academy. Bobby has served as Head Deacon and actively supports the activities of the church. I trust this will be an encouragement to any parents who have concerns for their children. Prayer, love and support will bear fruit.

Our 10 grandchildren have all had the privilege of Adventist education. Our older son has four children in church school in Oregon, and the costs are high with no state funding. We can readily see the impact and the importance of Christian education in their lives.

Dr. George Barna,4 directing leader of Barna Research Group, Ltd., a full-service marketing research company in Ventura, California, which specializes in research for Christian ministries, wrote a book entitled “Transforming Children into Spiritual Champions.” There are a number of startling and significant findings that cry out for our attention. He points out the importance of the spiritual dimension in every person’s life. In a series of studies, he stresses the importance of guiding our children in their choice of inviting Jesus into their hearts at a young age. His findings show that the probability of someone embracing Jesus as their Saviour between the ages of 5 and 12 is 32%. This drops to 4% for ages 13 to 18, and 6% for those 19 and older. He also points out that the spiritual moorings of children are in place by age 9. Clearly, it is extremely important to provide our children with opportunity at a young age to accept Jesus. How thankful we can be that the school can join hands with the home and church in this critical aspect of guiding our children into a saving relationship with Jesus Christ.

Dr. Haim Ginott5 asserts, “Teachers have a unique opportunity to counteract unhealthy influences in a pupil’s early childhood. They have the power to affect a child’s life for better or for worse. A child becomes what he experiences. While parents possess the original key to their offspring’s experience, teachers have a spare key. They too can open up the minds and hearts of children” (Teacher and Child, p. 23). 

Monday through Friday multitudes of yellow buses ply the roads delivering students to classrooms with good equipment, remedial programs, and learning devices all used effectively by teachers schooled in both the methods and psychology of education. There is no doubt one may depend on public schools to educate our children scholastically. They may even teach the basics of healthful living and a certain degree of ethics. Music, art and physical education are usually masterfully presented. We cannot, however, count on them to help with the most vital of all educational aspects. The public school system will not, cannot, and can never be expected to, encourage the development of a Christ-like character in the students. Even if some teachers would like to present Biblical truths, the law does not permit them to do so. To say it in Biblical terms, their ways and thoughts are not congruent with the Bible.

There are three ways I would like to briefly review where the teachings of the public school differ greatly. First, we teach that each one is a child of God created uniquely in His image. Man did not evolve by chance, but was created perfect with the potential for continued growth and development. Second, although created perfectly, man misused the free choice given and sinned. Yes, there are absolutes in God’s laws and to break or disobey these is sin. As a result of sin, all will die. This brings us to the third difference. A Saviour has been provided for our salvation. This is the gift of a loving God who freely gives us salvation through the gift of His Son. We did not evolve over eons of time; we live a few years, and that’s all there is. We were created instantly and, after a few short years filled with many challenges, we can look forward to an eternity to come.

I am thankful for an education that emphasizes this truth, and for teachers who share this good news. I am thankful for teachers who were a “spare key” to me and are now influential in the lives of my grandchildren. I am thankful that I can serve as a shepherd to the flock God has given me. The question will be asked when Jesus comes, “Where is the flock that was given you, Your beautiful sheep?” (Jeremiah 13:20). I will answer that question as a parent, a teacher and a member of the church. May God bless us all as we care for His lambs—His flock.
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