1 Samuel 1:24-28

Tell the Story:

Elkanah had 2 wives, Peninnah and Hannah.

Peninnah constantly provoked Hannah.

Hannah made a vow to God that she would return him to God.

Eli thought she was drunk, but gave her assurance that God heard her.

The Lord remembered her.

She conceived and bare a son.  Samuel

1.  Children are like our tithes and offerings.

Did you know that nothing on this earth belongs to you.  Not even your kids.

Therefore you are a steward of your kids just like you are a steward of your paycheck.

I know you carried those babies for nine months but they aren’t yours.

I know you changed those stinky pampers for too many years…

I know you spent all your money on baby food and clothes…

I know you reason that “I can decide where I send my child”…
Hannah recognized that children are a blessing from God.   And as good stewards we have a responsibility to the one who lends us our children.
A baby blessing is not the only time we should give our children back to God.
Well Pastor, what constitutes giving my children back to God?

Leading them at the family altar in worship to God is giving them back to God.

Teaching them not fairy tales but Bible truths…

Taking them to Sabbath School…

Placing them in Seventh-day Adventist schools…

Being dedicated to God yourself and being an example…

Do you know that when Jesus comes, He will ask us, “where is the flock that I have lent you?”
I know eventually they will make up their own minds about salvation, but while you make the decisions for your kids, are you giving them the best education possible?

What is the best education possible?
“The best education that can be given to children and youth is that which bears the closest relation to the future, immortal life.” Fundamentals of Christian Education Pg. 231

What the wise sister was saying was that education that prepares our children for heaven is more important than any other type of education.

We teach others, seek ye first the kingdom of heaven…

Yet we play Russian Roulette with our kids salvation, by putting them in public schools.

Now some will argue that putting them in Adventist schools is also Russian Roulette.  Here are some arguments:

We don’t have the best staff in the country.

We don’t have the best equipment in the country.

We don’t have the best facilities in the country.

Some of our teachers may not be the most qualified.

Some of our staff may be a little rough around the edges.

We don’t do this or have that.

To those arguments I would like to present 2 points.

1. If we don’t send our children to our school, we will never have enough money to pay for the best equipment and facilities, etc.  
2. Tuition is still a major part of private institution funding.  

Also, if this is God’s school, its purpose takes first priority.

Training our kids to know Jesus is first.

Training our kids to lift up Jesus in song and praise is first.

Training our kids to pray to Jesus is first.

Teaching our kids to develop a relationship with their Creator and Redeemer is first.

And let me add, when something belongs to God, He always comes through.

In other words, 

I know Adventists, who didn’t have a science lab in elementary school, that are doctors today.

I know Adventists who went to our schools that are teachers, professors, engineers, scientists, doctors, lawyers, NASA engineers, Presidents and Vice-Presidents of large corporations.
So somehow, we never lose the earthly blessing.

He still allows us to ride on the high places of the earth.  

But those blessings are temporal.  That’s the “all these things” after we seek Him first. 

If you keep your word, like Hannah, God is always faithful to keep His.
2. Our faith is in God.

Verses 24-28

Hannah’s faith was not in the temple leaders, teachers, or priests.

Hannah’s faith was not in the educational system of the Levites.

Hannah faith was certainly not in Eli, whose parenting skills would have disqualified him from teaching at our school.  He couldn’t even control his own children.  
As a matter of fact Elkanah was an Ephrathite, not a Levite.

So Eli could have rejected Samuel based on his non-Levite status.

Hannah’s faith was in Jehovah Jireh, the Lord who provided for her.

Hannah made a vow to give her baby back to the Lord, after waiting so many years.

What tremendous stress and concern she may have had.

However her faith was in God, not the school.

Today, I declare, that we put too much faith in our schools, and our teachers, and our conference, when our faith should be in God.  

Yes we must meet earthly standards to operate.

Yes we must teach them their subjects well.

Yes we must help our teachers when they struggle.

Yes we must and did do well on our test scores.

But never should our faith be in the school.

Never should our faith be in the teachers.

Our faith should be in God.  And God has a way of honoring our faith

Chapter 2:1&2

Hannah goes into praise and worship, just because she had the ability to give her son back to God.

Hannah is giving her son away, but she is overjoyed that she can give.

“God loveth a cheerful giver.”

We, at St. Louis Unified School, do not want to keep your children forever.  

We just want you to trust God enough, to lend us your children.

So He can keep them forever in His kingdom.

I honestly believe that Christian Education is a test of our faith in God.

I believe that our short-sightedness causes the lack of faith that I see in St. Louis today.

I am not saying that we are to be blind.

Neither am I saying that we are perfect at St. Louis Unified.

But if God believes in Christian Education, and I believe in God, then I must do all I can to make it better.

People who say one thing with their lips and do something else with their actions are called hypocrites.

Let that not be our description.

Three Testimonies of Christian Education:

My testimony at Ephesus S.D.A. Church in Barbados.

Faye Rogers at John Hopkins University.

Sis. Pierre’s coming to the Truth. 
