Appendix I — Adventist Colleges Abroad (ACA) Summer Programs & Credit Guidance
NAD Academy Registrar Handbook
Adventist Colleges Abroad (ACA) provides approved international educational experiences for students enrolled in Seventh-day Adventist schools throughout the North American Division. ACA summer programs offer students opportunities for language immersion, cultural engagement, and dual-credit educational experiences while supporting the mission and philosophy of Adventist education.
Additional ACA information, including course catalogs and program descriptions, may be found through the following resources:
· ACA Summer Course Catalogs
· ACA High School Information Page

Purpose of This Section
This section exists to:
· Provide guidance regarding ACA summer programs and credits
· Support consistency across NAD academies
· Clarify transcript and credit transfer procedures
· Assist registrars with ACA credit evaluation
· Support accurate transcript notation and graduation planning
Schools should establish local procedures aligned with:
· NAD Working Policy
· Institutional graduation requirements
· Accreditation standards
· Conference educational expectations





Overview of ACA Summer Programs
ACA summer programs provide students opportunities to:
1. Earn world language credit
1. Participate in cultural immersion experiences
1. Develop language proficiency
1. Earn high school and/or college credit
1. Strengthen postsecondary readiness and global awareness
Programs are designed to support both academic growth and mission-centered learning experiences.
Types of Credit Available Through ACA
According to ACA guidance, credits are awarded only by educational institutions, and policies may vary by state, province, institution, and school.
As a general guideline, students who attend ACA summer programs may receive the equivalent of one full year of world language study.

High School Credit
Credit Award
· 10 semester hours
· Equivalent to 1 Carnegie Unit
Eligibility
Students must generally:
· Be at least 15 years of age
· Be enrolled in an Adventist academy within the North American Division
Schools should verify:
· Official ACA transcript documentation
· Graduation applicability
· Course equivalencies
· Institutional approval procedures
before awarding credit.

College Credit
Credit Award
· 6 semester credits
· 9 quarter credits
Eligibility
Students generally must:
· Be entering their junior or senior year at the start of the ACA program
· Have completed sophomore year before the summer session begins
College credit transferability remains subject to receiving institution policies.

Dual Credit
Credit Award
Students participating in approved dual-credit opportunities may receive:
· High school credit
· College credit
Eligibility
Students generally must:
· Be entering junior or senior year
· Be enrolled in an Adventist academy
Dual credit should only be awarded when:
· Official transcripts are received
· Institutional approval procedures are completed
· Graduation applicability is verified


Transcript Transfer Procedures
Official ACA transcripts should be sent directly to the registrar of the student’s home institution.
Schools may establish procedures accepting:
· Official digital transcripts
· Official printed transcripts
Registrars should ensure that:
· Transcript authenticity is verified
· SIS records are updated accurately
· Transcript notation remains consistent
· Graduation pathways are updated appropriately

Acceptance of ACA Transcripts
NAD academies are strongly encouraged to recognize official ACA coursework completed through approved ACA programs.
Schools should establish written procedures governing:
· Credit acceptance
· Course equivalencies
· GPA consideration
· Graduation applicability
· Transcript notation
Institutional review should focus on:
· Official transcript verification
· Carnegie Unit alignment
· Graduation requirement applicability
· Institutional consistency

Transcripting Languages Not Offered Locally
Schools may transcript ACA language coursework even when the language is not offered at the local academy.
Examples may include:
· Italian
· Korean
· German
· French
· Spanish
Registrars and administrators should determine:
· Appropriate transcript course titles
· Carnegie Unit equivalencies
· Graduation requirement alignment
· Transcript notation procedures
Schools should maintain consistency in transcript documentation practices.

Suggested Transcript Entries
	Course Title
	Credit
	Grade

	Italian I (ACA)
	1.0
	A

	Korean I (ACA)
	1.0
	B+

	German I (ACA)
	1.0
	A-



Suggested Transcript Footnote
Course completed through Adventist Colleges Abroad (ACA) approved program.

ACA Dual Credit & High School Graduation
When students earn dual credit through ACA:
· High school credit applicability should be reviewed by the academy
· College credit remains associated with the participating college/university
· Registrars should determine how coursework applies toward graduation requirements
Schools should maintain:
· Official transcripts
· Approval documentation
· Course equivalency records
· Graduation audit updates
within the cumulative file.

Recommended Registrar Procedures
Registrars should:
· Review official ACA transcripts carefully
· Verify course equivalencies
· Update SIS records accurately
· Conduct graduation applicability reviews
· Maintain transcript consistency
· Communicate clearly with students and families
· Preserve documentation supporting credit decisions

Suggested Operational Best Practices
Schools are encouraged to:
· Establish written ACA procedures
· Maintain transcript consistency
· Conduct periodic transcript audits
· Clarify dual-credit expectations
· Maintain updated ACA reference materials
· Collaborate with conference and union offices when questions arise

Accreditation Considerations
Schools should maintain documentation supporting:
· ACA credit approvals
· Transcript notation procedures
· Graduation applicability decisions
· Course equivalency determinations
· SIS updates
· Official transcript records

Accreditation teams may review these procedures during:
· Transcript audits
· Graduation reviews
· Institutional evaluations

Frequently Asked Questions
Do academies automatically accept ACA transcripts?
Schools are strongly encouraged to recognize official ACA coursework completed through approved ACA programs while following local institutional approval procedures.

How should schools transcript languages not offered locally?
Schools may transcript approved ACA coursework using appropriate course titles and Carnegie Unit equivalencies determined by the institution.

How does dual credit transfer to the academy?
The academy determines how high school credit applies toward graduation requirements while the college or university maintains the college credit record.

Should ACA send printed or digital transcripts?
Schools may accept official digital or printed transcripts in accordance with institutional transcript acceptance policies.

Guiding Principle
ACA participation should consistently support:
· Educational excellence
· Cultural understanding
· Language development
· Global engagement
· Mission-centered learning
· Student success
Registrars and school leaders play an important role in ensuring that ACA coursework is documented accurately, applied consistently, and aligned with the mission and academic expectations of Seventh-day Adventist education.
